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Bill McGrath, City Administrator
William J Donovan Bridge Sculpture Competition Call

The History sculpture is well on its way to completion. I have attached a few photos of it in
progress. It should be completed by June 1 and perhaps celebrated at the River Street Project
party in June.
We lost a year with the last one because of a combination of the call going out too late and the
fact that the winning piece has a fairly long fabrication time. I would like to avoid that if
possible, but that is up to you. The money ($30,000) has been budgeted as a TIF expense.
This year’s theme is Science and it should bring out some interesting concepts, hopefully
something kinetic but in any event, inspiring. I would like to try to get a broader marketing of the
opportunity, another reason to start early.
I have attached a proposed call for your review. It utilizes the same combination of community
and art expert input to aid in your determination. If the winner is a piece which is in existence,
unveiling could be as early as September. If not, a to-be-constructed piece might not be ready
until perhaps February of 2014. That would leave one to be obtained, that for Art in 2014.
Staff recommends that the Committee send this to the City Council for approval and issuance to
the public at its January 21, 2013 meeting.
This will be on the January 8, 2013 City Services agenda. Please call with any comments or
questions. Thank you.
Attachments: Draft Call for Sculpture
C: City Council, Department Heads

Call for Sculpture Proposals
January 22, 2013

City of Batavia, Illinois
William J. Donovan Bridge Sculpture Competition
#3 (“Science”)
The City of Batavia, Illinois, a community of approximately 25,000 located 40 miles west of Chicago
(www.cityofbatavia.net), announces the third of 4 annual sculpture design competitions for works of
public art to grace the rebuilt William J. Donovan Bridge across the Fox River in the heart of the city.

The 1911 bridge was demolished and rebuilt in 2007- 8. The new design incorporated pedestals for 4
themed sculptures to be installed on bridge overlooks. The decision was made to choose them
sequentially so that the City could cast a wider net and the sculpture community could have more
chances to participate.

Art and self-expression are important elements of present day life in Batavia. From its first public
acquisition “Self-Made Man”, to the development of a City Art Gallery, support of Water Street Studios, a
29-studio-gallery classroom community art center, sponsorship of the annual Art In Your Eye Festival,
and the recent opening of the Batavia Fine Arts Center, the community supports an atmosphere
conducive to expression in all forms, and welcomes submissions in support of that value.
As the most visible and important piece of public infrastructure in the City, the bridge and the associated
sculptures will make a statement for current and future Batavians and others as to the importance the
community places upon the sculpture themes, as well as the unique ability of art, sculpture in particular,
to convey thoughts, ideals and values, to stimulate questions, and to evoke joy, wonder or mystery.

“Self-Made Man”
Bobbie Carlyle, Colorado.
(Photo by Thomas Henneman Photography, Batavia, Il)

The theme for the first competition was Nature. “Nature’s Harmony” by Kai Schulte of Sugar Grove, IL
was installed on April 29, 2009. A kinetic piece, in moderate winds chiming can be heard from within.
Approximately 20 artists from across the country submitted concepts.

The 2011-12 sculpture had History as its theme. 14 submittals were reviewed and “A Step Back in Time”, by
Oscar Leon and Jessica LoPresti, of the Studio of Rotblatt-Amrany was selected. Currently in fabrication, it is
due to be unveiled in June of 2013.

“A Step Back in Time” will be composed of a base of solid glass and stone representing the natural
elements, a Pottawatomie Indian representing some of the first residents of this area, and working
windmills reflecting Batavia’s reputation as the Windmill City, when it was the site of 6 windmill
manufacturing concerns and was among the largest producers of windmills in the world.
Progress photos:

The 2013 Sculpture: “Science”
Theme: The theme of this sculpture is Science. The Sculpture should make an affirmative statement of
the importance of Science to man, and can also reference the Batavia community in particular. The piece
need not be realistic, and can reflect general expressions regarding man’s quest to understand his
physical surroundings with concepts such as entropy, acceleration, gravity, particles, or relativity. It can
also draw upon specific elements related to science linked to Batavia including the science behind its
history of manufacturing as well as the profound accomplishments made at Fermi National Accelerator
Laboratory on our eastern border, which would resonate with the community in a strong way. The City
would like a design which is thematically accessible to its residents and visitors, yet which artistically
interprets the relationship man has with science. Resources are the Batavia Depot Museum and
Gustafson Research Center (http://www.bataviaparks.org/park27.htm), the Batavia Historical Society
(http://www.bataviahistoricalsociety.org/main_index.htm ), the City web site
(http://www.cityofbatavia.net/Content/templates/?a=679 ), the Batavia Public Library
(http://www.bataviapubliclibrary.org/catalog.aspx ) and the Fermi site (http://www.fnal.gov).
Location of Sculpture: The sculpture will be located on the pedestal on the Southwest bridge overlook,
as depicted in this and following photos. The work should be designed for viewing by both people passing
in vehicles and by pedestrians passing by, not only from Wilson Street, but from sections of the Fox River
Bike Trail and Batavia Riverwalk that pass immediately below the bridge. Wilson Street itself carries
approximately 20,000 vehicles per day and is the main thoroughfare of the city.

Here’s another view:
History:
“A Look Back in Time”
in fabrication

2014 “Art”

Pedestal for “Science” sculpture
Fox River Bike Trail
Batavia Riverwalk

Nature:
“Nature’s Harmony”

Project Specifications: The sculpture is to sit/stand on a limestone pedestal, 4’-4” in height, and
integrated into a seating/planting structure. The size of the flat area of the pedestal top is 24” x 24”. (See
photos below). The piece should be approximately 8 ft high with a maximum width of 4 ft. Small
appendages outside that limit may be allowed. Kinetic sculptures are encouraged so long as artist
understands that the pedestals are approximately 15 feet from traffic and that therefore, sudden
movements may create a driving hazard, and that the base of the sculpture is certainly within arm’s
reach. Lighting which flashes or moves as an integral part of a kinetic sculpture will not be allowed for
this very reason. We would prefer that any kinetic piece be powered by wind and/or integrated solar,
though electricity may actually be available through a conduit already at the top of the pedestal. The
piece should be designed to last at least 50 years without special attendance.

3” ID stainless,
threaded pipe

24” on each side

The sculpture will be connected to the pedestal by means of an existing 3” I.D. stainless steel sleeve
connector and bolts (see connection detail below). Depending on the piece, the City will allow a plate to
be installed as was done with “Harmony”.

Conduit for electricity if needed
3” I.D. stainless
steel pipe

Who may submit Proposals: Open to artists 21 year of age or older residing within the United States of
America.
Important Note: Work done as class projects will not be considered.
Awards:
First Prize: Commission and Award of $30,000 for the completed and installed sculpture. The award
distribution will be negotiated in the contract, but is contemplated to be 1/4 upon commission award and
contract execution, 2, 1/4 progress payments at agreed upon benchmarks (approval for foundry, etc.),
and 1/4 upon installation. We can be flexible in working with foundries, etc.
Considerations in addition to thematic strength:
Sculptures must withstand severe outdoor winter weather including sub-zero temperatures,
intense heat and sunlight, high humidity, as well as intermittent high winds across the bridge
(Kinetic sculptors take note).
Materials used should be low maintenance with excellent sustainability (50 years).
Delivery, site preparation, assembly, and installation costs are the artist’s responsibilities.
Either existing works or newly created works will be considered, as long as they are reflective
of the theme. Existing works must not be currently installed within 50 miles of Batavia, and the
artist must sign a statement to the effect that other replicas will not be installed within 50
miles of Batavia with the Artist’s consent.

The final work(s) will be chosen on the artwork’s own merit. However, consideration will be
given to the artist’s background and demonstrated ability to complete the project on time and
within budget.
All proposals are to include:
1. Proposal Cover Sheet (attached)
2. Artist’s Resume
3. Artist’s General Statement.
4. The submitted design
a. If Submission is a Piece Not Yet Constructed. The artist is required to submit a 1-2 page
written description (double spaced/legible) of the work, including the artist’s concept of
how the piece reflects Science, and enough simple drawings of the concept to give an
accurate visual impression of the finished work. Drawings/ description should include
basic dimensions and proposed materials. Include any special details relating to the
exterior installation which you think are relevant.
b. If Proposing an Existing Piece: The artist is required to submit a 1-2 page written
description (double spaced/legible) of the work, including the artist’s concept of how the
piece reflects Science. Multiple images showing all possible views and description of
materials should be submitted. Kinetic works should include images of all visual effects.
Artist should furnish a list of locations where the piece is currently installed/exhibited, and
the number of pieces if a series, and note differences, if any.
5. Artist’s Past Work The proposals should be accompanied by between 8-15 images of recent work
(within the past five years) on a CD or DVD (Slides are not allowed!) Please make sure that your
submission materials are clearly labeled with your name and phone number on each page
submitted. All images should have accompanying descriptions or explanatory notes, including
artist’s name, project titles, media, year, size (height x width x depth) and weight.
6. Each Proposal submitted must be complete with its own set of forms and discs. Incomplete
Proposals will not be considered.
7. No email submissions will be accepted.
8. All material will become property of the City of Batavia and will only be returned
if special arrangements are (1) made at the time of submission; and (2) confirmed
by the City of Batavia.
The selection process: All Proposals will be viewed and considered by a jury of art professionals.
Following review of proposals, and a public “open house” for the community, five (5) to ten (10)
candidates will be asked (by the City Council in consultation with the judges) to provide a maquette/scale
model within 45 days that will provide an accurate depiction of the work. Each candidate will be
provided a stipend of $250 toward material costs within 10 business days after receipt of
maquette/model submission. The maquette/model of the winning piece will become property of the City
of Batavia. A second Open House for the community will be held, and the City Council, again in
consultation with the judges shall make a final award. Artists selected will be required to sign a contract
with the City of Batavia for this project. The contract will include terms that allow the City the non-

exclusive right to feature images of the piece on its web site, note cards, calendars, t-shirts or other
promotional materials so long as credit is given the artist. The contract will also allow the City and artist
to negotiate for additional rights to use the image for miniature copies. The contract will specifically
prohibit the City from making full-size physical copies of the piece.
Please see the attached timeline.
Questions about the project: Any questions about project process must be submitted before August 15,
2011 by email to bmcgrath@cityofbatavia.net. We will not respond to individual inquiries but will post
them on our website at www.cityofbatavia.net/bridgesculpture by August 16, 2011.

PROJECT TIMELINE
January 22, 2013- Call for submittals issued
March 1, 2013(Fri.) Last day for process questions regarding the project
March 6, 2013(Wed.) All Q & A’s posted on the City website
www.cityofbatavia.net/bridgesculpture
May 6, 2013 5 p.m. Deadline for receipt of concept s/proposals
May 13 – June 3, 2013, Public Exhibition of Concepts, Solicitation of Comments, Jury review
June 3, 2013 (Mon.) Selection of Finalists by City Council
Monday August 5, 2013(Mon.) Final date for acceptance of models
August 7 – Sept. 2 - Exhibition of models and solicitation of comments, Jury review, inquiries of
artists
September 2, 2013 CC Meeting (Tues.) - City Council Announcement of Commission
September 3, 2013- February, 2014 – Contract, Fabrication (if necessary), Installation
Dedication
Proposals and related materials should be sent to or dropped off at:
City of Batavia
Donovan Bridge Sculpture Competition
100 N. Island Ave.
Batavia, Il 60510

